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Dear Parents, Old Girls and Friends of Collegiate

It gives me great pleasure to inform you about the Collegia 
Trust Legacy 2024 Project that the school has launched as 
part of our 140th anniversary and looking forward to the 
next milestone, 150 years in 2024. 

Collegiate is a leading school of excellence, not only in the 
Port Elizabeth community, but also in South Africa.  The 
vision of the Founding Commi�ee was to provide a first 
class educa�on for the young ladies of the Eastern Cape, 
and from the humble beginnings of the school in Western 
Road in 1874, this is what Collegiate has done 
for 140 years. Excellence has become the 
heritage, and the habit of excellence is passed 
from one genera�on of teachers to the next.  It 
then becomes a habit in the girls of the College.

The wisdom that comes with age says: be 
forward thinking and move with the �mes. 
Those of the past had the foresight to build a 
new school in Bird Street in 1903 and to raise 
money to build a school hall. Then came the 
1950s and once again the school numbers had 
outgrown the facili�es so in 1966 Collegiate moved to 
Parsons Hill – again a�er having raised money to include the 
magnificent Stevenson Hall.  

Thus it has con�nued: when the need was iden�fied, a state 
of the art science laboratory was added; a media centre; a 
spacious art room; squash courts; a swimming pool; a 
water polo pool; an astro turf; refurbished all-weather-
surfaced tennis and netball courts; technology in 
classrooms; a wireless network throughout the school and 
hostel; new classrooms; a cafeteria and hospitality suite; 
and a secure perimeter wall with a 24 hour-manned 
entrance to the grounds.

Academically, extra subjects have been introduced so that, 
apart from the core curriculum, Collegiate offers specialist 
subjects such as Advanced Programme Mathema�cs, 
Music, Visual Art, Drama�c Arts, French, three areas of 
choice in Grade 8 and 9 Crea�ve Arts – and the most recent 

addi�on, the IEB course of Advanced Programme English. 
Furthermore, this year Collegiate introduced a “bring your 
own device policy” and promotes e-learning – an essen�al 
in the “wired” millennial genera�on.

The future? The vision is great – expanding the performing 
arts; transforming the media centre into an on-line 
resource centre; addi�onal classrooms; an indoor aqua�c 
centre; a larger hostel. But at the core of it is to con�nue 
producing Matric classes with 100% bachelor passes; to 
maintain a highly-qualified teaching staff with a favourable 
teacher-pupil ra�o; and to reap the benefits of a girls' only 
educa�on: caring, compassionate women who take a 
leading role in all areas of the South Africa of tomorrow.  

This is where the Collegia Trust Legacy 2024 
Project comes in to play.  To be forward 
thinking and to move with the �mes providing 
the necessary environment and skills for the 
millenial genera�on, is a costly exercise, and 
no longer can the school rely on the State and 
school fees alone to implement our vision. 
Thus we have established the Collegia Trust, a 
registered Public Benefit Organisa�on. The 
aim is to build up reserves to fund projects in 
the five areas of: facili�es, academics, sport, 

culture and community. 

Please visit  and follow the quick www.collegiatehigh.co.za
link to the Collegiate Trust Legacy 2024 Project pages to 
read about the Legacy Project 2024. You can even make an 
online dona�on and receive a tax cer�ficate immediately. 

Over the next months, we will priori�se projects, set targets 
and communicate these to you. Should you wish to discuss 
a large dona�on, naming rights, bequests or specific 
projects, you are welcome to meet with me.

Kind regards

MELITA BAGSHAW
PRINCIPAL
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