
  

 

OCGG 

Newsletter 

no. 27 

Annual Report from the OCGG 

President 2016 

Dear Friends of  Collegiate, 

How fast this year is passing. 

Easter has come and gone and 

before we know it, Christmas will 

be on our doorstep. 

Last year was, as always, a busy 

year for the OCGG and the 

Committee. There were 

functions to organize, meetings 

and get-togethers as well as 

various school projects to assist 

with. I would like  to thank my 

committee as well as the 

headmistresses of both the 

Junior and Senior schools for 

their continual support, hard 

work and commitment to the 

Guild. A special thank you to 

Nikki Fyvie, one of our High 

School representatives, who 

gathers information from far and 

wide to put together our annual 

newsletter. 

The annual Founders’ Day 

dinner was celebrated at the St 

George’s Cricket Ground, 

Graham Pollock Pavilion.  The 

theme was ‘Black and White’ 

and every Old Girl who attended 

can attest to the beautiful venue, 

superb food by Father and Son 

Catering, as well as the fun and 

comradery between old friends.  

The photo booth proved to be a 

roaring success with many 

hilarious photos being taken of 

the various groups and 

individuals.  I happened to notice 

that even Miss Ellis took the 

photo booth opportunity, donning 

her hat and funny glasses. Much 

fun was had by all!  I hope to see 

everyone again this year at the 

annual dinner. Book early as 

there are limited tickets -  the 

theme this year is ‘Oriental’. 

Founders’ Day assembly in the 

morning is always well attended 

by the Old Girls. They once 

again get to sing the school song 

in the hall and enjoy the 

speeches, music and festivities 

of the school.  The Farmers’ 

Market follows the assembly and 

also provides a grand breakfast 

the next morning next to the 

sports fields.  The parents from 

our farming communities 

produce delicious fruit, veg and 

baked goods for hostel 

fundraising. Various sports 

events take place and are 

especially enjoyed by Old Girls 

with children and grandchildren 

competing. These are always 

well attended and full of spirit. 

The festivities culminated in the 

annual Prestige Music Concert in 

the Stevenson Hall, where 

performances from both the High 

and Junior School were enjoyed 

on the Sunday afternoon. 

The OCGG Committee strives to 

reach out to all Old Girls. By 

doing so, we hope to connect old 

friends and families.  Kim 

Comley, our OCGG events 

coordinator, has organized Pasta 

Evenings and various other 

events. She also plays a vital 

role in organizing the dinner. 

Please email Kim if you find 

yourselves in Port Elizabeth at 

events@ocgg.co.za  

or visit our website 

www.ocgg.co.za so that you too 

can join in and connect with old 

friends.  

Our Facebook page, 

www.facebook.com/Old 

CollegiateGirlsGuild, is 

updated regularly by our web 

secretary, Arwen Oberholzer. 

Visit our site for all the news and 

views from Old Girls and leave 

your comments, as we love to 

hear from you, wherever you 

may be in the world.  

May the rest of 2016 be 

successful and happy. Facta 

Non Verba.   

 

Best Wishes 

Cheryl Thompson (nee 

Gillingham 1982) 

PRESIDENT OCGG 

mailto:events@ocgg.co.za
http://www.ocgg.co.za
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MEET THE OCGG COMMITTEE 2016… 

 

President: Cheryl Thompson 

Vice-President: Pat Bransby  

Secretary: Arwen Oberholzer  

Treasurer: Carla Harrison 

Bursary Secretary: Elizabeth Potts  

Immediate Past President: Angeline McLagan 

Honorary President: Melita Bagshaw  

Honorary Vice-President: Gill Robinson  

High School Staff Representative: Shelly-Anne Arthur  

Junior School Staff Representative: Susan Whale 

Caring Committee: Margo Schuin  

Membership Secretary: Catherine Waudby  

Branch Secretary: Gaynor Berry  

Newsletter: Nikki Fyvie & Pat Bransby  

Founders’ Weekend: Cheryl Thompson  & Kim Comley 

Media: Arwen Oberholzer  

Events: Kim Comley  

Fundraising: Rose von Wildemann  

Pam Cameron-Ellis 

Liz Lippstreu 

Melanie Norden 

Moira Norden 

Ellie Parker 

Marjo Pauw  

Mary Pittendrich  

Charlotte Scott 

Samantha Stedman 

Jenny Yates 
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FROM THE PRINCIPALS’ DESKS...  News from Collegiate Girls’ High School 2016 

 

We had a 100% pass rate with a 95,7% Bachelor pass rate.  The 138 girls collectively earned 283 

distinctions.   Theresa Brummer was the top candidate in the Eastern Cape.  She had an average of 

95,9% .  We are incredibly proud of her and salute her success. 

2 girls had 8 As:      Theresa Brummer and Claire Glover  

8 girls had 7 As: Raheema Adam, Andrea Fennell, Claire Gomes, Sarah Makowem,  

                                Shelley Parker-Nance, Preanca Rungan, Amy Stickells, and Hayley Ward. 

 

Presently we have 710 girls, of which 104 are boarders, enrolled at the school.  

Our admissions for 2017 will open on Wednesday 17 February.  We will host an Open Day on the 17th 

and we expect about 800 people. 

 

We have 24 State paid teachers, 25 School paid teachers, 3 State paid non educators and 40 School 

paid non educators (including hostel staff and College Girl).  Our new staff include an HOD, Mr Lee 

Raynor, whose subject specialities are History and Geography; Dr Chantelle Radue who heads up 

Physical Science; Jackie Jones, our new Art teacher and Louise Lightening who teaches part-time 

French.  Gary Kelly, who had been the Estate Manager for 21 years, retired at the end of last year.  In 

his place we have Donovan Marshall, who was the Estate Manager at Clarendon Prep in East London.  

He does not reside on the property, and the house is being rented out to Derryk Jordan and his family. 

 

The annual Matric Dance was held this past Saturday in the Stevenson Hall.  To create more space, 

we put up a tent over the patio and put down a dance floor in that area.  It was a great success and 

the girls looked amazing. 

 

I had the pleasure of visiting two very Old Girls on the occasion of their birthdays.  The Head Girl, 

Deputy Head Girl and I went to have tea with Mary Goosman who turned 100 at the end of January.  

Her daughter is Margie van Renen who taught English at Collegiate for many years.  We all had a very 

formal tea in her home at Schoenmakers Kop. 

On Thursday last week the Head Girl and I had tea with Doreen Neville (Cox), her family and all her 

friends at the Rose Garden.  Doreen celebrated her 95th birthday.  Her daughter and granddaughters 

had flown in for the occasion.  They, too, are Old Collegiate girls.   

 

We are about to begin with the renovations to the library.  Although Gill Gray has given us a large sum 

of money, the renovations are going to cost three times as much.  The project was put on hold until 

more funds were available.  We are also moving the computer server room as well as the book room 

into that area.  The project will be managed by Sarah Bisdée, who is an Old Girl and is on the School 

Governing Body.   

 

I wish to thank the OCGG for the most wonderful High Tea for the 2016 Matric Group which was held 

on Saturday 30 January in the Stevenson Hall. The girls enjoyed hearing all about the OCGG, they 

enjoyed the speaker and the delicious eats. 

 

Thank you one and all for your support of your Old School and for keeping the OCGG active. 

Melita Bagshaw 

HEADMISTRESS 
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Greetings from Mrs Gill Robinson, staff and girls at Collegiate Junior  

 

“Today is page one of a 365 page book titled 2015, write a great book!”  The girls were challenged 

to write a great book at the first assembly in 2015.  They were encouraged to jot down what went well, 

to list what they were grateful for and what they could have done differently when things didn’t pan out 

as they had hoped.  I believe that their “story” would have made for interesting reading.  We are busy 

creating history and we aim to do the best that we can in our own small way.   In the words of 

Mohandas Gandhi, “In a gentle way, you can shake the world.”   

Mrs Kathy Balshaw, was our guest speaker at our Founders’ Day birthday assembly.   She reinforced 

the value of “speaking words of life” and she touched the hearts of many.   The girls were fully involved 

in her talk and she included the Grade 7s in a most meaningful way.  She had photographed posters 

that they had made affirming teachers or peers and these were shared in video form accompanied by 

the well-known music sound track, Say what you will by Justin Hines.  Her message was clear, don’t 

wait to affirm others, do it today.   After the assembly we had the official opening of our new minor hall, 

located overlooking the AstroTurf.   After an enjoyable tea in our exquisite new hall, we all moved 

across to the high school hockey field to be part of the flag-raising ceremony and trooping by the Grey 

Cadet Detachment No 33.   The Collegiate flag was raised by Meghan Derry, the 2015 high school 

head girl.  The week culminated in the Music Concert held at the high school on the Sunday afternoon 

where our band and choir did themselves proud. Our Collegiate schools certainly do have talented 

musicians!    Founders’ Day affords generations of old girls the opportunity to visit their alma mater, to 

reflect on what has changed and on what has stayed the same.  The collective efforts of many continue 

to ensure that we are resonating with the school’s motto, Facta non Verba, and we have indeed built on 

our secure foundations. 

I had the opportunity to attend the 12th Convention of the International Confederation of Principals held 

in Helsinki in August, 2015.  Helsinki is the most beautiful city and it was a treat being there in summer! 

The theme, “Leading Educational Design” had a strong commitment to the future.  We were challenged 

to create a better education for all children, a future where no one walks by but gives his or her best for 

the next generation.  There were over 1100 delegates, the South African delegation of 153 was second 

in size only to the Finnish delegates.  More than 45 countries were present, representing millions of 

children from all continents.  It was a privilege and a pleasure to represent Collegiate Junior.   

Numerous speakers touched on the importance of putting the students at the centre of everything that 

we do, as they are our moral purpose and that is the reason why we have schools.  School should 

enable children to understand the world around them and the talents within them. – Sir Ken Robinson.  

Schools should also offer equitable and quality education, be creative and caring environments and 

prepare students for a changing world as globalisation and distributive technology demands new 

knowledge and skills.  This remains an enormous challenge as there is no one recipe for success, only 

ingredients.  

It isn’t about the best device, but how technology can support quality learning and how it must become 

a natural extension of the school day!  It was encouraging to hear that our cautious approach to 

introducing technology hasn’t been remiss.  Schools, as a place of learning, coexist and compete with 

digital games and social media so schools are challenged to remain relevant to negate the negative 

attitude towards going to school being experienced in many parts of the world. 

Schools are also being seen, globally, as the last bastions of inculcating values.  Principles and values 

are to people what roots are to trees.  Without roots, when the wind blows, trees fall.  Without principles 

and values people fall when they are shaken by the gales of existence, says Carlos Reyles.   

It became abundantly clear that Finland’s educational system does have flagship status. Only 10% of 

applicants are accepted into the teacher training programme and as a result teaching is a respected 

profession and teachers are valued.   A five-year master’s degree qualification for primary and high 

school teachers is the minimum entry level required to teach. Finland is also faced with economic 

issues, and they were anticipating a budget cut this year, just as there are in other parts of the world. 
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The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) ranks 15-year-old school pupils' 

scholastic performance on mathematics, science, and reading and Finland’s success speaks for itself 

by regularly topping the tables.  I was interested to hear that children only start their formal education 

at seven years of age.  The focus in day-care and pre-schools is on development and learning 

through play!  There is great faith in and support of public schools with very few private schools in 

Finland.   

Sisu is one of the Finn’s favourite words and whilst having no direct translation, synonyms include 

willpower, tenacity, persistence, resilience, endurance and perseverance.  It is a word used to typify 

the Finnish Spirit.  It will take determination and courage to bring about transformation in our public 

South African educational system to achieve quality and equity.  In his book, Really, Don’t panic, 

Alan Knott-Craig Jnr shares positive messages by South Africans, for South Africans.  Every country 

has problems, but not every country has opportunities.” We need to equip our girls to tap into these 

opportunities in an unknown, ever-changing world in order for them to make a meaningful contribution 

beyond the safe confines of the school walls. 

After the conference, I indulged my childlike and adventurous spirit when my husband and I travelled 

to visit Santa Claus in Rovaniemi, Lapland.  It was the furthest north I had ever travelled and as a 

Geography teacher it was quite surreal standing on the imaginary Artic circle and meeting Santa! I did 

not tell him that I had sampled the local culinary delights of reindeer and cloudberries for desert as this 

may have affected his service delivery in December! 

I do believe that the Collegiate spirit is tangible and that the girls embrace every opportunity with 

enthusiasm and commitment.  Our weekly newsletters reflect their very fine achievements and 

lessons learned both in and outside of the classroom.  We are indeed blessed and have a great deal 

to be grateful for as our staff continue to offer a holistic, first class education and our parents are 

supportive of our efforts. 

2016 has started out well with a full staff complement.   The hostel is still fully operational with 21 

boarders. The new minor hall has been an asset and the pre-primary girls are thoroughly enjoying 

their ballet lessons that we introduced this year.   As the year progresses, I have no doubt that our 

742 girls will embrace the various academic, sporting and cultural opportunities that come their way.   

Our theme for the year is kindness, showing kindness to self and to others.  They embraced the 

recent RAK week (random acts of kindness) and it remains our hope that these will become a habit. 

Celebrate your unique inner spirit and thank you for your interest shown in our special school.   It 

remains a privilege and a joy to be at the helm and I salute the efforts of the amazing team (staff, 

parents and girls) at Collegiate Junior.    Please remember that you are always welcome to visit the 

junior school, follow us on Facebook or view our website www.collegiate.co.za to keep in touch.  We 

are most appreciative of everything the Old Collegiate Girls’ Guild continues to do in flying the 

Collegiate flag.   

 

Take care! 

 

With fondest greetings to all 

 

Gill Robinson 

HEADMISTRESS 

http://www.collegiate.co.za


6 

 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED... 

Avis Hobbs (Fifield,1939) 

 

Avis Hobbs (Fifield), class of 1939, passed away peacefully in Cape Town 5/4/2015 at the age of 

93. Always very proud to be a Collegiate Old Girl, my mother Avis attended many Founders’ Day 

celebrations while still living in Port Elizabeth. In fact, she helped organize her class's 65th 

anniversary in 2004 with about 10 of her classmates attending. After she relocated to Cape Town 

in 2006 to be closer to her family, she continued to attend local reunions. She had all the OCGG 

memorabilia proudly displayed in her home as her affection for Collegiate ran deep and strong 

starting with her admission into Sub A and continuing right through to matric and beyond. She 

made special life time friends of Joan Stirk (Jackson) and Meg Gilbert (Googh) among others. 

During her last days, she regularly had tea and a wonderful time laughing and reminiscing with 

Daphne Dovey. 

 

She often told us that Miss Brock was her favourite teacher and she remembered so many 

hilarious antics schoolgirls get up to regardless of their generation. The Collegiate tradition 

flourished for many years as her two older sisters Aurora and Adalaide Fifield preceded her and 

both my late sister, Diane Duffy (1970) and I (1973) followed in our mother's footsteps through 

Queen Victoria House, Carol services and all things related to 'Girls of the College'. Like her, my 

schooldays were extremely happy and very special lifetime friends were made. The friends who 

regularly celebrate birthdays and milestones together are Brenda Smit (Sceales), Wendy 

Reynolds (Meine), Sandy Hare (Stirk), Sandy Kohler (McWilliams) and Peta Evans, our 1973 

Headgirl. We laugh, cry, all talk at once and laugh some more. With the amazing benefits of 

Facebook, the world has got so much smaller and old school faces remain current faces, no 

matter the distance or time spent apart.  

 

SUE MASTERS (Duffy,1973), daughter of Avis.        

 

    

Avis in matric, 1939 Avis celebrating her 90th birthday. 
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Jean MacKenzie nee Hay (1914—2015) 

 

On the 22 November 2015, a dearly loved gym mistress, Jean MacKenzie (nee Hay) passed away at 

the age of 100.  Many Old Girls of Collegiate will remember Jean for her love, caring and wisdom, all 

of which she shared so generously during her teaching and sports coaching career.  Her name is 

often mentioned when Old Girls gather and chat about the fun on the sports field and in her gym 

classes. Jean made an inspiring difference to so many lives. 

 

Jean Alison Spearpoint nee Pittaway (1923—2015) 

 

Jean Spearpoint (nee Pittaway) left Collegiate in 1941. She excelled at hockey and was also a good 

swimmer. She maintained contact with her peers for some 70 years and carried out the school ’s 

motto ‘Facta non Verba’ throughout her life. 

A meticulous organiser, Jean was a perfectionist in all that she did and no task was too small or too 

big for her. When she was in her 70s she attended the Russell Road College and completed a 

computer course alongside students a quarter her age.  She bought a book, taught herself Excel and 

meticulously recorded all her transactions. She was an avid reader all her life and kept up to speed 

with current affairs reading the Mail & Guardian every week. 

Her interests were wide and varied. She loved young people and as a volunteer spent many happy 

hours coaching synchronised swimming as well as timekeeping at the swimming galas, attending 

both Provincial and National Championships. 

One of her greatest loves was bird-watching. She was a member of the local society, serving as 

President well into her eighties. She has had some of her research work published by the University 

of Cape Town on Waders. She studied not only birds but trees, grasses and plants of South Africa. 

Jean married Mike Spearpoint, an Englishman, in 1944 and was happily married for 55 years. She 

had two children, Michael and Shelley, and 4 grandchildren. Her three granddaughters all attended 

Collegiate. Shelley was Head Girl in 1971. She also had 2 great-granddaughters and a great-

grandson. During her daughter Shelley’s tenure as President of the OCGG, Jean came in to assist as 

Secretary of the Guild at an advanced age. With her sharp mind she kept everyone on their toes! 

Jean instilled in her family as well as all those who knew her well, a huge responsibility to others as 

well as a love of nature and the environment.  She influenced many young people’s lives with her 

thirst for knowledge and zest for life. You could ask Jean about any subject and you would get, if not 

an answer, an opinion! 

One of the last tasks she completed shortly before she died was writing up her family history on the 

Pittaway side, contributing much to a family history currently being written. She also wrote up Mike ’s 

letters written to her during World War 2 and bound them into 2 volumes. 

Her life changed in 2003 when she took seriously ill for first time. Up until her death last year she 

never enjoyed full health, although she never complained. 

 We shall miss her but Jean’s legacy will live on through all of us. Jean passed away on 13 July 2015. 

 

ROSE VON WILDEMANN 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF… 

  

 Helen Blenkinsop died 30 January 2015 

 

 Mavis Walker née Kingwill died on the 2 May 2002.  She was 100! 

 

 Janet Elizabeth Brink nee Allchurch  

 

 Thora Ford nee Tennant, died 28 July 2015 in Port Alfred 

 

 Judith Anne Powell died in September 2015   

 

ENGAGEMENTS 

 Georgie Patten (2002) to Mathew Service 

 

 Vanessa Marx to Mark Dorward 

BIRTHS 

 To Cara Knipe (nee Westerdale) and Martin-John Knipe (Old Grey), a son Caleb 
Joshua, born 4 June 2015 

MARRIAGES 

 Tamika Doubell (2006) to William Scripps, in USA. 24 March 2016 
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COLLEGIATE OLD GIRL CELEBRATES CENTENARY 

 

It was a much anticipated and happy occasion when Mary Gooseman (nee Young, Standard Ten 

1935) celebrated her 100th Birthday on the 28th January this year, 2016. 

 

Planning for the special event began well in advance and led to a joyful gathering of the clan. A first 

cousin, Dr John Mills and his wife Janet, flew out from St Andrews in Scotland, while her two 

nephews, Roger and John King, sons of her late, younger sister Jean King (also an Old Girl and 

former teacher at the Bird St School) joined the festivities from England with their wives. From 

Cape Town another first cousin, Anne van Niekerk, accompanied by her daughter, Liz Newdigate, 

made the trip to be with Mary at Schoenies where she has lived for the past 93 years. Former PE 

residents and family, Ross James and his wife Tish, accompanied by his sister-in-law, Sarah 

James, also travelled up to share in the celebrations. Supporting their Mom were her son, Robert 

and his sister, Margaret van Renen (nee Gooseman and former Collegiate Staff Member) and her 

husband Charles. Much to Mary’s delight, she was able not only to share the fun with her 

grandchildren, Jane Viedge, Nicholas van Renen and Caroline Prozesky, but also with her two-and

-a-half-year-old great-grandson, Liam Viedge.  

 

An unexpected surprise party on the eve of her birthday at the Sacramento Restaurant saw Mary 

being awarded a medal by the residents of Schoenies to mark her life-long residency in the village, 

and to commemorate her being the first Centenarian of Schoenies – a notable achievement in 

itself! Amid much fun and laughter she was also crowned with a “diamond” tiara, lovingly designed 

and made by one of the residents, Retha Taylor – thus being transformed into a much admired 

Queen of Schoenies! 

 

Her birthday saw her hale and hearty and being treated to a lovely luncheon at the PE St George ’s 

Club, surrounded and feted by her family. Mary so appreciated the beautiful floral arrangements 

kindly given to her to mark the occasion by the OCGG and which graced the  luncheon table with 

their striking colours and beauty.  It was certainly a day to remember!  Two days later she 

entertained local Schoenies residents and other PE friends to a High Tea at the Sappershoek Hall 

in the village and despite the heat of the day, she enjoyed the festivities greatly! 

 

A few days after her birthday, Mary was deeply touched by a visit from the Headmistress Melita 

Bagshaw, accompanied by Christy Viljoen, the Head Girl and Somila Mavuso, the Deputy Head 

Girl who presented her with an exquisite miniature painting of her old school building in Bird Street, 

which now has pride of place in Mary’s home.  

 

  

“…Dim days appear through a shimmer of gold  

Shall we not picture as years gather o’er us,  

Dear girl faces we love so of old…” 

 

MARGIE VAN RENEN 

DAUGHTER 
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Christy Viljoen, Mary Gooseman, Somila Mavuso Mary with a gift from the High School—a framed 

print  of the school building 
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OLD GIRL TURNS 95 

 

Doreen Neville (nee Cox) celebrated her 95th birthday on the 4th February 2016 with a tea held at the Rose Garden, Port 
Elizabeth. Melita Bagshaw and Head Girl, Christy Viljoen attended the celebration. 
 
In the photo are three generations of Collegiate Ladies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to Right: Suzanne Benadie,  Doreen Neville (Cox) 95 years old,  Colleen Benadie (Neville),  Julia Benadie. 

 

Left to right:  Christy Viljoen (Head Girl 2016) 

     Doreen Neville 

     Melita Bagshaw 
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CARING COMMITTEE REPORT   

 

Mary Pittendrich and I still go to Goue Jare every Thursday to play scrabble with those lovely and 

grateful oldies who are capable of playing and spend time chatting to those who can’t play. Goue 

Jare is now under new management as the owners have immigrated to Australia. Sister Ros bought 

the facility and is making many improvements. We have two new residents who have joined our 

scrabble group this year and they are really enjoying it. 

 

Rose Andrews has spent another morning playing scrabble at Maranatha and said how they all 

enjoyed it so much. 

 

At Christmas, we sang Carols and gave each resident a small gift and Mary again showed her 

culinary skills by making the most delicious cup cakes with edible Christmas decorations on top.  My 

daughter Trudi came to help with the sing-a-long.    

 

We are still looking for extra people as we would love to visit more Retirement Villages, especially 

those that have quite a few OCGG members living there.  If you have two hours free a week and 

empathy for old people, please contact me, on 083 553 3415 or on my e-mail, 

margo.schuin@gmail.com. 

 

MARGO SCHUIN  

CARING COMMITTEE CO-ORDINATOR 

 

 

Mary made the most beautiful biscuits with a little  
Easter egg on top and my two Granddaughters, 
Katelyn and Silky handed out Easter eggs and bis-
cuits to all at Goue Jare. 

Margo and Mary at Goue Jare 
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KZN OCGG BRANCH REUNION LUNCH 2015 

 

On Saturday the 15th August 2015, Nicky Armstrong (Kannemeyer, 1955) managed to arrange, at 

short notice, a lunch time gathering for 14 Old Collegiate Girls at the “Chez Nous” Restaurant in 

Westville. The management was most obliging in billing everyone separately, which went a long way 

in simplifying matters.  

Large posters of the Collegiate crest on the wall behind the table left no one in doubt about who was 

having a lunchtime reunion. Robin Brown (Kemlo, 1947) was asked to read the well known passage 

from Phillipians chapter 4, “Whatsoever things ........,” after which the school song was sung so lustily 

that it elicited a round of applause from the other diners in the restaurant! 

There was time for various report backs about the Founders’ Day, the schools and friends from Colle-

giate days before everyone tucked into lunch and general chit chat. Thanks go to Nicky for all her 

hard work in keeping the KZN OCGG branch afloat.  Hopefully, the lunches will be advertised on  

www.ocgg.co.za and Facebook  in future so that more ladies can be reached in good time to also at-

tend the lunch. 

 

GAYNOR BERRY 

 

http://www.ocgg.co.za
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ST FRANCIS BAY REUNION 

A few committee  members along with Melita Bagshaw joined a group of Old Girls now residing in St 

Francis for a day on the canals—February 2016. 
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SENIORS TEA 2015 

The annual Seniors’ Tea, hosted by the OCGG, was held in the Collegiate Junior School. It was a 

November morning filled with great excitement as the senior Old Girls gathered for the tea.  The 

theme was “Christmas” and the hall was bedecked with brightness and joy.  The Old Girls really 

stood out with their beautiful Christmas outfits, hats, tinsel and flickering lights! There was much 

laughter and chatter as the Old Girls met again, some after many years.  Countless photos were 

taken and lots of reminiscing was evident.  The eats were wonderful and the superb video 

presentation of the school went down well with all.  It was a morning to be remembered. 

 

EVENTS COORDINATOR 

KIM COMLEY 

 

 

Maureen Phillips 

Julia Harraway and Jill Hopwood 

Class of 1953 

Barbara Kinghorn 
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MATRIC HIGH TEA 2016 

 

A much needed change came about regarding the annual Matric Luncheon previously held at the end 

of the year.  It had become increasingly difficult to hold at this stressful exam time of the year. As a 

result, the decision was taken to try something new, with a “Welcome to Matric” event at the beginning 

of the year.  

This year the OCGG held their first Matric Tea in the Stevenson Hall on the 30th January 2016.  We put 

on a “high tea” and everyone had to don a nice outfit and wear a hat.  What a fantastic morning was 

had by all! 

It was a very happy, relaxed occasion with the right atmosphere and good mix of various 

ingredients.  The girls looked beautiful in their outfits and their hats were all part of the fun.  The guest 

speaker, Solette Rhodes, who is the Le Femme columnist and a stylist, had the girls in awe.  She 

provided excellent tips about dress code for interviews and everyday wear and dressing according to 

your figure.  The girls were also delighted with the lucky draws and gifts among other things.  The 

drinks, finger foods and platters were much enjoyed and all round the tea was a great success.   

The OCGG looks forward to hosting the Matric Tea in 2017. 
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MORE HIGH TEA MEMORIES… 
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1964 NEWS 

 

A group of Old Girls from PE and the surrounding district have been meeting for lunch every 2 or 3 months since their 

50th reunion in 2014. Thanks go to Jackie Dovey Webber and  Cynthia Jefferys Davies who round up everyone and 

arrange the venue. We have much fun and laughs catching up with each other’s lives! Life seems so full and  busy with 

part-time work, volunteering for charities, church activities and babysitting, that there is little chance of “retirement”! 

Jackie’s mom, Daphne Dovey, must be one of the oldest Old Girls and  both Pat Galpin Bartel’s and Cynthia’s mothers 

are well into the nineties. Fanelle Galaun’s dad, Denzil Levy, is also a nonagenarian of note. 

A very happy day was spent with Bridget Hilton Carthew in her beautiful home in Kenton where Penny Knowles Davis, 

Ruth Douglas Collett, Daphne Eyre McNeill and Jill Dower Rothman joined Cynthia, Jackie, Judy Sagar Charsley and 

Rose Lake Newcombe. A group plans to travel to Grahamstown soon to visit Jill for the day. 

Judy and her husband have recently “downsized” and moved into a cottage on their daughter’s property.Gail Dorward 

McKeown is kept on the go in Mossel Bay with her garage business, a delightful B & B, her daughter’s growing Pre-

Primary school and 3 lovely grandchildren. Molly Outram Hayward is enjoying retirement from the Karoo farm, living in  

Howick and being involved with church and very active, sporty grandchildren.  She is also a keen gardener. Lynette 

Fisher Shearer is back from a happy visit to New Zealand where 2 sons and their families live. There she was able to 

bond with her 3 small grands. Gill Abel Payr’s mom passed away last year – Gill visited her regularly and was able to join 

the girls for lunch, which was very special.   

Please hold our Girls living in Israel – Beila Vainstein Kutscher, Hillary Leibowitz Voet and Doris Shackel Bloom – in your 

thoughts and prayers as they cope with many anxieties, stresses and dangers day to day.   

Please all keep in touch [refer to your Reunion Book!!] and when any of you visit PE, you will be very welcome to join the 

‘Lunchers’!!!   

It is one of the blessings of old friends that you can afford to be stupid with them.  [Ralph Waldo Emerson]   

 

GAYNOR BERRY 

CLASS OF 1964 
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ONCE AND OLD GIRL... 

 

My name is Kimberley Vorster. During  my second semester of my last year of studies at NMMU, 

I was lucky enough to study abroad at the University of Northern Iowa in the United States of 

America. I had my bags packed, had no idea what to expect, knew nothing about Cedar Falls, the 

town in which I was staying, and knew absolutely no one. I am proud to say that I was the first 

student from my faculty to study abroad and opened up a window for many future HMS students 

wanting to stretch their wings. When I arrived on the other side, I was told by a professor that his 

wife was from South Africa and agreed to meet up with her. It turns out that she is an Old Girl! We 

were even both in Queen Elizabeth house! Spending 4 months away from home was not easy, 

but because of the kindness and love I received from Diane Harris Schupbach, I made it through! 

Every so often, we would meet for some rooibos tea and Ouma rusks! She said I brought out the 

South African in her! We cooked a lot of South African dishes together such as Malva pudding, 

butternut soup, milk tart and we even made our own boerewors! It was so comforting having 

another Collegiate girl so close by and the number of things we could relate to was just wonderful. 

It definitely is a small world! One thing is for sure …‘Once a Collegiate girl, always a Collegiate 

girl…’ 

 

KIMBERLEY VORSTER 

MATRIC 2012 

Diane Harris Schupbach and Kimberley Vorster 
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BURSARY REPORT 2016 

 

The Old Collegiate Girls Guild Bursary Committee donates two bursaries every year to matric pupils 

who apply for financial assistance. 

 

The Brock Bursary last year was awarded to Ha-Eun Bae who attended both the junior and high 

School. She is a worthy recipient who intends to study a BA Fashion Design at Fedisa College. 

 

The Old Collegiate Girls Bursary was awarded to Shannon Daniels to study a BA Degree at Rhodes 

University. The amount of each bursary per year is R3 000, 00. 

 

LIZZ POTTS 

 

 

SHANNON DANIELS HA-EUN BAE 
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE GUILD  

URGENT NEED FOR MEMBERS TO UPDATE DETAILS, by Pat Bransby 

 

For the past four years our membership base has increased as the School Governing Body has paid the     

membership entrance fee for, on average, 140 Matrics per year. 

We really would like, however, to have more past Old Girls join the Guild. It costs only a once-off R200 fee.  

The process has been made easy by online registration on the Old Girls’ Guild website www.ocgg.co.za. A 

facility for Membership Registration can clearly be seen on the right hand side of the first home page of the 

site.  It is also accessible from the Membership subheading on the same page.  Banking   details are provided 

on completion of the registration form.  An email address is given for submission of proof of payment.  

It is an easy, streamlined process. Clear directions are provided throughout the process. 

The Guild provides a wonderful platform of contact with old friends.  The Guild committee   organises 

the Reunion Dinner for Founders’ Day every year, assists the special Reunion Groups with getting their groups     

together and provides information to help the Groups have a full and varied   program and a really wonderful 

time together.  The committee, many of whom have volunteered their time generously for many years, also 

hold other events every year - a Seniors’ Tea for those unable to attend the Founders’ Dinner, a Matric Lunch 

and a Pasta Evening.  The Committee is looking to expand these activities so as to cater for all ages and 

stages of life. 

It would be so encouraging to have Old Girls, who rely on the Guild’s infrastructure necessary for 

these get-togethers, to support the Guild’s efforts by registering their application .   This would mean 

that they would become part of the Guild database and so help Reunion Group organisers assemble 

everybody.  There are additional benefits in terms of getting advanced notification of other events and 

opportunities to be with other Old Girls. 

When signing up, you select what information you want to receive as we do respect each   person’s   

preferences. 

At the moment we have 2443 members on the database.  For only 1289 do we have email addresses. Notice 

went out in last year’s newsletter that the Guild can no longer mail out newsletters to those under 70 

who do not have email addresses.  Costs have become a factor. 

HENCE THE URGENT NEED FOR MEMBERS TO UPDATE THEIR DETAILS: 

For those members who need to do so, even if it is just to add their email addresses, this process can  

be done online using the Membership link provided on the left hand side of the first home page of the Guild 

website www.ocgg.co.za  Instructions are given there on how to obtain the necessary password for changes to 

be made. 

All members should in fact go through this process as recently additional fields have been added so 

that members can select the Collegiate-related sources of information they wish to receive.  This 

brings the database in line with present privacy legislation.  

To assist in the membership drive and to help us reach those without emails, please would you 

forward this newsletter to any Old Girls you know and encourage them to join. 

Many of us are grateful for the wonderful school friends we had and still have.  We realise the value of 

the good start we had academically and socially and how much our sport and/or cultural   activities added to 

that.  We carry fond memories of the fun and good times we had together. 

The Guild and the Schools, both Junior and High, need the support and assistance of those who value 

what the Schools still strive to uphold and offer.  We were given so much of value that has stood us in 

good stead – surely we wish that equally for the Girls of the Present and Future. 

http://www.ocgg.co.za
http://www.ocgg.co.za


24 

DONATIONS 

 

[A]  In respect of: 

   1.   MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  [M] = Code 

         (Voluntary, for 10 years, R200) 

   2.   DONATION TO GUILD  [D] = Code  

         (Fundraising, to cover costs of Guild) 

FOR DIRECT DEPOSIT/EFT: 

BANKING DETAILS: 

Bank Account   Nedbank 

Account Type   Savings Account 

Account Number  2268023117 

Branch Code   126817 

Branch    Greenacres 

Tel. Number   041-3964200 

Swift Number   Nedszajj 

Reference                              Initials, Surname, Matric Year, applicable Code (see M or D above) 

                                              eg. Z. Botha 1956 D 

NB.  Please send proof of payment to secretary@ocgg.co.za or fax to 086-6034772 

         Include your email address to receive an acknowledgement. 

 

FOR CHEQUES  (made in favour of OCGG): 

OCGG ADDRESS:     P.O. Box 5774    Walmer   Port Elizabeth 6065 

 

[B]   In respect of : 

3.    BURSARY FUND  [B] = Code 

FOR DIRECT DEPOSIT/EFT: 

BANKING DETAILS: 

Banking Account            Nedbank  

Account Type                  Savings Account 

Branch Code                    198765 

Account Number             9000143056 

Reference                          Initials, Surname, Matric Year, Code  (eg. Z. Botha 1956 B) 

 

 NB.  Please send proof of payment  to epotts@telkomsa.net or fax to 086-6034772 

          Include your email address to receive and acknowledgement. 

 

FOR CHEQUES (made in favour of OCGG  BURSARY FUND) 

 OCGG ADDRESS:           P.O. Box 5774  Walmer  Port Elizabeth 6065 

mailto:secretary@ocgg.co.za
mailto:epotts@telkomsa.net
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INFORMATION SLIP 

If you wish to update your details that exist on the OCGG Database, please would you complete the 

information sheet below and post it to: 

P.O. Box 5774 

Walmer 

Port Elizabeth 

6065 

Alternatively, please email us at database@ocgg.co.za and newsletter@cghs.co.za. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MAIDEN NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

MATRIC YEAR: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

CODE: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEL (H): __________________________________________________________________________ 

TEL (W): _________________________________________________________________________ 

CELL: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

INTERESTING NEWS? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MARRIAGES: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

BIRTHS: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DEATHS: _________________________________________________________________________ 


