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MINUTES OF  

THE 106
th

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the OLD COLLEGIATE GIRLS’ GUILD 

held on WEDNESDAY 27 July, 2016 at 17h30 in the IVY LEAF CAFETERIA,  

COLLEGIATE GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 

1. Welcome 

The president, Cheryl Thompson, welcomed everyone to the meeting. Special welcome was 

made to Julia Harraway as well as to the new incoming members of the committee – Diane 

Ledwick, Katherine van der Walt and Elizabeth van den Berg.  

2. Present 

Charlotte Scott (Roughton 1940), Elizabeth Potts (Flint 1956), Elinor Parker (Hudson 1957), 

Rosemary Von Wildemann (Cocks 1971), Rosemary Newcombe (Lake 1964), Liz Lippstreu (Du 

Plessis 1967), Gaynor Berry (Lake 1967), Julia Harraway (Breusing 1952), Margo Schuin 

(Swart 1968), Carla Harrison (Pommerel 1999), Jenny Yates (1959), Pam Cameron-Ellis, 

Patricia Bransby (Mellon 1969), Kim Comley (Johnson 1994), Samantha Stedman (1997), 

Arwen Oberholzer (Bowman 1997), Cheryl Thompson (Gillingham 1982), Shelly-Anne Arthur 

(Wakeford 2003), Melita Bagshaw, Catherine Waudby (Bransby 1998) Diane Ledwick (1985), 

Katherine van der Walt (Wood 1993) and Elizabeth van den Berg (Hobson 1995). 

3. Minute’s Silence 

A minute’s silence was held as a mark of respect for all the Old Girls who had passed away 

during the year. 

4. Apologies 

Mary Pittendrigh (Traill 1968), Moira Norden (Hibbert 1968), Marjo Pauw (1962) Penny 

Kennard-Davis (Knowles 1964), Mandy Maclean (Warren, 1977), Belinda Hughes (Walton, 

1986), Pam Shapiro (Simond 1940), Mercia Strieman (Cimbelman 1959), Peggy Whitward 

(Bind, 1938), Beryl Wright (1953), Carol Hemsley (Brewin 1958), Gill Robinson, Margie Rees, 

Angeline McLagan (Wiid 1995), Helen Walker (Oddy 1956), Melanie Black (Norden 1999), 

Kate du Toit (Mey 1998), Shelley Saunders (Spearpoint 1971).   

5. Completion of the Agenda 

Add Branches Report after Membership Report.  
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6. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 105th Annual General Meeting held on 29 July 

2015. 

Proposed by Kim Comley and seconded by Patricia Bransby. 

7. Matters arising from the Minutes of 29 July 2015 AGM 

Under point number 15 the following change was made: The meeting was “closed” not 

“adjourned”. 

8. Correspondence 

Nil 

9. President’s Report 

Please see the attached report from Cheryl Thompson. 

10. Financial Report 

Please see the attached Financial Statement for 2015/2016 from Carla Harrison. 

We had a R2284.54 difference between 2016 and 2015.  Two new functions, the Kwa-Zulu 

Natal reunion for which we funded an airticket so that someone from the OCGG Committee 

could be a representative, and the Matric High Tea were unforeseen expenses. In previous 

years the Matric Lunch cost on average around R2000.00 in comparison to the R5920.00 

that we spent in 2016. 

Our only income for the year was from the sale of the Aprons and from a few donations. 

Despite the difference between 2016 and 2015 we are growing financially as can be seen in 

the case of the Reunion Dinner. All of the expenses for the Reunion Dinner are covered by 

money which is brought in from the sale of the tickets. Arwen has kept a good summary of 

those who paid as members and non-members.  

95 Matrics signed up to join the Guild in 2015. 

There is still an outstanding payment which is due for ZAWebs. Catherine has the invoice.    

Cheryl thanked Carla for all her work done throughout the year.   

 Adoption of the 2016 Tax Year Annual Financial Statements of the Guild.   

 Proposed by Elizabeth Potts and seconded by Patricia Bransby. 

11. Bursary Secretary’s Report 

Please see the attached Bursary Report for 2015/2016 and Statement for 2015/2016 
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All of the bursary recipients are doing very well at their tertiary institutions. They are 

achieving distinctions and top, prestigious academic awards for their studies.  

Everyone was happy to hear that the Bursary Fund has more than a million rand in 

investments, thanks to the vigilance of Elizabeth Potts. 

Cheryl thanked Elizabeth for her work done throughout the year.    

 Adoption of the 2016 Tax Year Annual Financial Statements of the Bursary Fund 

 Proposed by Patricia Bransby and seconded by Pam Cameron-Ellis.  

12. Membership Report 

Please see the attached Membership Report from Catherine Waudby. 

Patricia has now expanded the database by capturing the details of over 500 non members 

of the Guild from the last 5 years lists that are put on the tables at the Reunion  Dinners.  

This is to facilitate wider communication.  For the first time we now have a non-member 

element that we can look at. From that information we can see that only 2% of the non-

members are based in PE.     

Cheryl thanked Patricia and Catherine for their tireless work on the database.  

13. Branches 

Please see the attached Branch Report from Gaynor Berry. 

Gaynor is concerned that as the mother committee we need to be doing something to 

inspire the branches in the other provinces. She has encouraged us to come to the next 

committee meeting with ideas on how we can do this.  

Ideas from the AGM: 

 Port Elizabeth currently has a 1964 and 1977 group that meet every 6 weeks. They 

meet on a Saturday morning and go to different restaurants. The time that they 

spend together is enjoyed by all.  

 Patricia will be starting a 1969 group soon. 

 We need to bolster the branch report in the newsletter and on the website with 

photos and information of what is happening with these small groups. Hopefully 

these smaller groups will eventually lead to bigger groups.   

 

Cheryl thanked Gaynor for the good work that she has been doing. 
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14. Caring Committee 

Please see the attached Caring Committee Report from Margo Schuin. 

Cheryl thanked Margo and Mary for the incredible job that they have been doing.  

15. Election of Office Bearers 

Before proceeding with the election of office bearers Cheryl read rules 12.5.2. and 12.5.3. of 

our constitution.  

 Executive Committee 

 President – Arwen Oberholzer 

 Vice President – Patricia Bransby 

 Executive Secretary – Jenny Yates 

 Treasurer – Catherine Waudby 

 Bursary Secretary/Treasurer – Elizabeth Potts 

 Additional Members 

 Branch Co-ordinator – Gaynor Berry  

 Minuting Secretary – Shelly-Anne Arthur 

 Events Co-ordinator – Kim Comley 

 Database and Website Co-Ordinator – Catherine Waudby  

 Database – Patricia Bransby    

 Website Secretary – Arwen Oberholzer. 

 Flowers – Jenny Yates  

 Caring Committee – Margo Schuin and Mary Pittendrigh 

 Newsletter – still to be decided.  

 Members standing for re-election: Charlotte Scott, Elinor Parker, Rosemary Von 

 Wildemann, Liz Lippstreu, Pam Cameron-Ellis, Moira Norden, Melanie Black, 

 Angeline McLagan, Samantha Stedman.  

Ex-Officio: Cheryl Thompson.          
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 New Members: Diane Ledwick, Katherine van der Walt and Elizabeth van den Berg. 

 Members resigned:  

Leoné Nowell, Marjo Pauw, Nicolette Fyvie and Carla Harrison. 

Cheryl thanked Carla for the sterling work that she has done as treasurer despite a very 

demanding job. She wished her good luck for a job interview for the next day.  

Cheryl explained that Marjo has been battling with cancer and unfortunately the treatment 

has affected her eyesight. She is unable to drive at night and so can’t attend the committee 

meetings. She will still attend events that she is able to, such as the Seniors’ tea.     

Nicolette is very busy with the Music Department that she heads up. She needs to allocate 

her time accordingly especially with the many new things taking place in the music 

department.  

Catherine van der Walt, Diane Ledwick and Elizabeth van der Berg then introduced 

themselves and told us a little bit about their lives thus far.  

Cheryl handed over to Arwen as the next President.  

16. General 

Patricia explained that due to our PBO status we have been exempt from tax since 2005. 

Since 2007 we have been non-compliant because we have not submitted financial 

statements. We still have our PBO number and tax number ; we therefore need to act fast so 

that we don’t lose our status.  

The committee gave approval for the following 3 issues: 

 Brigitte Jones of Green Bean Financial Management CC be tasked with updating the 

Guild’s details at SARs, and filing all NPO tax returns to date, to fulfil tax exemption 

compliance requirements 

 The President, Vice President and Bursary Secretary be designated to represent the 

Guild at SARS. 

 Pat Bransby will look in to the viability and logistics of creating a bursary to be awarded 

by the Guild at the end of the Grade 11 year to someone worthy and needing funds to 

compete their Matric at the school. 

The committee also gave approval for the following request: 

 Elizabeth Potts to move the Guild’s investments over to Investec.  

Gaynor thanked Cheryl for the amazing work that she did as President.  

Rosemary thanked all of the old committee members for showing Facta non Verba and still 

remaining part of the committee.  
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Patricia came up to thank Cheryl for serving as President for two years.  Her giving of her 

time and energy in this way was seen as especially generous as she had already served a 

term once before in this role.  She thanked her for her dedication and bravery, for being a 

strong and assertive diplomat and for always doing things positively and with a smile. 

The meeting was closed by Arwen after she thanked everyone for attending. 

 

 

The Executive Committee of the OCGG is confirming that the above minutes are accurate. 

President: ______________________ Signature:_________________ Date: _______________  

Vice President:  __________________ Signature:_________________ Date: _______________  

Secretary:  ______________________ Signature:_________________ Date: _______________  



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

AGM 2016 

Dear Committee Members, friends and visitors 

What if we were all blunt?  How different would our everyday lives be?  What would happen if 

we said what was on our minds, all day every day?  I have been watching the American 

electoral campaigns, especially Mr. Trump.  Many believe he is a complete moron for his 

radical speeches and insinuations but many love the fact that he says what he wants, that 

he’s blunt about his views on religion, war, immigration and is completely outspoken about 

his fellow candidates. 

Over the past two years I haven’t been the most gentle or subtle president; there have been 

changes, reshuffles, debates and differences of opinion.  I have been forthright on many 

occasions and may have hurt feelings but I believe in this Guild, in this committee, in the 

traditions we stand for and in the role we play.  We are living in an instantaneous world, 

everyone wants everything yesterday, traditions are dying out, old is no longer repaired but 

replaced with new and, sorry to say, often inferior.  Electronics and gadgets rule our lives, we 

can’t do without our cell phones, tablets and computers.  How can an institution like this 

Guild then survive?  With time, effort and dedication and perhaps just a little forthright 

bluntness now and then!  

Over the past two years and when previously president, I could not have asked for a more 

dedicated committee to work with.  Special thanks to my right hand and vice, Pat Bransby, to 

the dinner committee, the sub committees for their tireless work, to all the committee 

members with portfolios and for those members who have given their time and effort at our 

various functions. 

The newly introduced Matric High Tea at the beginning of the year was a great success, as 

was the Reunion Dinner at Founders’ Day, attended by over 230 Old Girls. There have been 

Branch gatherings at St Francis Bay and at Kenton on Sea, which Melita Bagshaw, Principal 

of the High School, and Committee Members have attended.  Further functions lie ahead. 

A substantial number of non-member Old Girls have now been added to the database to 

facilitate wider contact and more gatherings. 

I am now handing over to a young and enthusiastic lady, Arwen Oberholzer.  I know she has 

lots of new and innovative ideas.  Three new Committee members will also bring talent and 

fresh thoughts to the Guild. 

 I wish Arwen all the very best as she leads the Guild in what lies ahead.  I will continue to 

support and believe in this wonderful tradition of the Guild and the role we play with regard to 

the Old Girls and in the Schools.  

Yours in loving bluntness 

Cheryl Thompson 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
The OCGG database currently has 2960 old girls on record.  
 

 2562 are paid members  

   398 are non-members 
‐   52 registered online but have not paid 
‐ 346 have been loaded from Reunion and other lists 

 
Herewith some key stats: 
 

 Matric Year:      
 

Year Members Non-Members 

Honorary member  4  

No Matric Year 131 2 

1920 - 1929 3 1 

1930 - 1939 42 1 

1940 - 1949 89 0 

1950 - 1959 207 7 

1960 - 1969 195 105 

1970 - 1979 250 79 

1980 - 1989 220 60 

1990 - 1999 381 96 

2000 - 2009 423 39 

2010 - 2016 615 8 

 

 Email address: 
 

 Members Non-Members 

Volume 1555 385 

Percentage 60.7% 96.7% 

 

 Based in Port Elizabeth 
 

 Members Non-Members 

Volume 1377 131 

Percentage 53.7% 32.9% 

 

 95 Matrics joined at the end of 2015 

 15 new paid members in 2016 
 
 

Catherine Waudby 
Database Administrator 
 



Annual OCGG Branch Report July 2016 

A new approach to running the OCGG branches has become really necessary 

if we wish to have any branches. The bigger cities seem to battle the most 

despite having large numbers of Old Girls. I have approached another lady in 

Cape Town who has said she will see what she can do about arranging a 

reunion, I have sent her all the names and contact details that I have of ladies 

in the Cape, but as yet I have had no feedback. 

Gauteng branch has not had a reunion nor responded to requests for dates 

for the past 2 years and KZN managed to arrange one at short notice in 

August last year, thanks to Nicky Armstrong. It was attended by about 20 

ladies and a good lunch in a Westville restaurant was had by all. I flew up and 

represented the main branch. 

Midlands also had a lunch in November, thank to Lyn Rose-Innes,  and have 

promised to spread their net a bit wider this year and include towns further 

afield, and Melita and committee members who attended decided that next 

time they would like to stay overnight. We await a date for that.  

Once again, St Francis, headed up by Maureen Sands and her merry band, 

had a great reunion at the end of February, beginning with a boat ride 

around the canals for those who wished to go, followed by lunch in the golf 

club. 

Further good news was that the Kenton/ Bushmans/ Port Alfred and 

Grahamstown ladies finally had a very pleasant lunch at the Kenton Fishing 

club, which was attended by both the schools’ principals as well as 4 

committee members and about 20 local ladies. It was a wonderful gathering 

of Old Girl Faces. 

I really would appreciate some ideas from others on how the reunions in the 

other centres could be arranged for the Old Girls well in advance so that 

regular gatherings take place, attendance improves and the principals can 

plan in advance to attend and keep the Old Girls interested in their alma 

mater.  
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CARING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mary Pittindrigh and I still go to Goue Jare every Thursday at 09h00 and play scrabble with our lovely ladies 
and one gent and have a super chat afterwards where hilarious anecdotes of their youth and ours are 
shared. 
 
We celebrate Valentine’s Day, Easter and Christmas with a small gift and some eats on each occasion and 
sing Christmas Carols. 
 
Goue Jare has been bought over by Sister Roz and she has made many improvements and there are a 
number of new people being accommodated.   They are also taking Day visitors now.  The place looks 
really lovely. 
 
Rose Andrews has been visiting Maranatha in Newton Park during the year and now that she has moved to 
Sunridge Park, we are trying to arrange for her to play scrabble at CP Bradfield.  There are a few Old 
Collegiate girls living there.   I will go with her for her first visit to introduce her to Margie, the Matron.  
 
Diane Ledwick has shown an interest in assisting us and we will definitely take her up on her offer. 
 
Mary, with her wonderful compassion for the old and frail makes everyone there feel so special. 
Thanks Mary for always being there to support me in this caring venture of ours. 
 
 
 
 

MARGO SCHUIN  
CARING COMMITTEE CO-ORDINATOR 
 


